
2nd Grade 



What is a Family? 
Name:__________________________________________________	

A family is a group of people who love and take care of each 
other no matter what.  All families are different and that is what 
makes them so special.  Some families are big and some families 
are small.  Some families aren’t even related at all!  Your family 
helps you meet your three basic needs.  Your basic needs are 
food, clothing, and shelter.  Different families eat different kinds 
of food, wear different kinds of clothing,  
and live in different types of shelters.   
Some families live in houses, while others  
might live in apartments or even on boats!  
Families go to stores in their community 
to buy food, clothing, and things they may  
need for their home. 
	
1.  What is a family? 

 
 
 

2.  What are your three basic needs? 
 
 
 

3.  Give examples of stores that sell items that meet our basic 
needs. 



Lesson 1 
What is a 
Family? 

Materials: 

•  Word cards (family, basic needs, shelter, 
and community)  

•  My 3 Basic Needs Flip Book 
•  What is a Family Comprehension Page 
•  Read Aloud Suggestion: All Kinds of 

Families by Norma Simon 

1.  On the board or chart paper, write “A family is…”  Provide 
students with time to brainstorm what a family means to them.  Use 
Think-Pair-Share (TPS) and list ideas. 

2.  Using word card for Family, explain to students that this is a simple 
meaning for the word, but that family is much more than a 
definition. 

3.  Using word card for Basic Needs, explain to students that families 
help each other meet their basic needs.  Use word card for 
Shelter as a reminder of one of their basic needs.  Allow students 
to TPS and discuss different types of shelters. 

4.  Ask students if families grow all of their own food and make their 
own clothing.  Why or why not?  Responses will vary.  Using word 
card for Community, explain that our community also helps us meet 
our basic needs. 

5.  Create a 3-Column Chart to show how Food, Clothing, and Shelter 
needs are met within the community.  Where do you go to have 
these needs met? 

6.  Complete My 3 Basic Needs Flip Book & What is a Family 
Comprehension Page as a group or independently.   

Quick Assessment: 
Allow students time to draw and illustrate what family means to them 
and how their family provides their basic needs. 



What is a Community? 
Name:__________________________________________________	

A community is a place where people live, work, and play 
together.  Communities have a lot of things in common.  They all 
have buildings, businesses, transportation, and people.  They also 
all have natural characteristics like grass and trees, but some 
communities even have rivers, lakes, or oceans by them.   
All communities have a location that  
you can find on a map.  They can  
also be different sizes!  Some  
communities are very big and  
others are very small.  Some  
communities have lots of people  
and loud noises, while other communities  
have fewer people and can be very quiet.   
	
1.  What is a community? 

 
 
 

2.  What natural characteristics can you find in communities? 
 
 
 

3.  Are all communities the same size?  Why would a community 
be a different size from another community? 



Lesson 2 
What is a 

Community? 

Materials: 
•  Word cards (characteristic, setting, location, 

natural characteristic, transportation, 
businesses, human characteristic.) 

•  What is a Community Comprehension Page 
•  My Favorite Place page 
•  What Makes Our Community Special page 
•  Read Aloud Suggestion: Same, Same but 

Different by Jenny Sue Kostecki-Shaw 

Quick Assessment: 
Allow students time to list 3 places that are special to them in their 
community and what type of place it is (business, for fun, shelter, etc.) 

1.  Use word card for characteristic to list how 
students can describe what makes a community.  

2.  Discuss that the location of their community is like 
the setting of their life story.  It can change as they 
get older, just like the setting can change in a story.   

3.  Create a T-Chart for human and natural 
characteristics (use word cards to introduce 
concepts and provide examples).  List what human 
and natural characteristics all communities have in 
common.  **Students can work in groups to create 
their own lists that can be shared with the class** 

4.  Circle all transportation words in RED 
5.  Circle all business words in BLUE 
6.  Circle places where people have fun in GREEN 
7.  Circle places where people live in PURPLE 
8.  Complete Community Comprehension page, My 

Favorite Place, What Makes our Community Special 
as a home connection. 



Why Do People Live  
In Communities? 

Name:__________________________________________________	

People live in communities because communities have places 
where we can live, work, and play together.  It is important to live 
in a place where you can get all of the things you need to meet 
your basic needs.  We have businesses where we can shop to 
meet our basic needs.  Grocery stores provide food, department 
stores provide clothing and furniture for our homes.  People also 
live in communities to stay safe together.   
One job of our government is to keep  
people safe.  Police officers in our  
community keep us safe and protect  
us.  Our family and neighbors can also  
keep us safe by reminding or teaching  
us about safe places to play and safe things to do.   
	
1.  Give one example of where people can live, work, and play. 

 
 
 

2.  How does your community meet your basic needs? 
 
 
 

3.  How can people stay safe in their community?  Who keeps 
people safe? 



Lesson 3 
Why Do People 

Live In 

Communities? 

Materials: 

•  Word cards (community, government)  
•  Why Do People Live in Communities Flip 

Book (Page 1: To live, work and play. Page 2: To 
meet our basic needs. Page 3: To keep people safe). 

•  Read Aloud Suggestion: I Live in Brooklyn 
by Mari Takabayashi 

1.  Use TPS to discuss why people live in communities.  Discuss as a 
class why it is important to live in a community and what life would be 
like if communities didn’t exist. 

2.  Remind students that in communities there are lots of things to do – 
places to play, shop, eat, work, etc.  Communities are a place where 
people work together and have fun.   

3.  Communities help people meet their basic needs.   
4.  Communities are also a place where people want to be safe.  Use 

TPS and discuss different ways people are able to stay safe in their 
community. (Police officers, fire departments, neighbors, family, etc.) 

5.  Complete Why Do People Live in Communities flip book. 
•  Page 1 – Communities are places where people can live, work, 

and play together. 
•  Page 2 – Communities help us get our basic needs. 
•  Page 3 – Communities help to keep people safe. 

6.  Students can draw illustrations on each page and then share their 
ideas with the class or within their groups. 

Quick Assessment: 
Allow students to present their ideas and illustrations to the class to 
ensure understanding of why we live in communities. 



Comparing Communities 

Name:__________________________________________________	

Communities come in all shapes and sizes.  No two communities 
are exactly the same.  Communities can be alike and different in 
many ways.  A city is a large type of community that often has 
tall buildings, lots of people, businesses, and different kinds of 
transportation.  A suburb is smaller than a city, but still has a lot 
of people and businesses.  Suburbs are located around big cities.  
Many people live in suburbs and work  
in big cities.  Further away from the big  
cities are small towns, or rural areas,  
where there are fewer people, buildings,  
and transportation.  Small towns have lots  
of open land and are usually where you  
can find farms where our food is grown. 
	
1.  What are three types of communities? 

 
 
 

2.  Which kind of community has the most amount of people? 
 
 
 

3.  What kind of community do you live in?  Describe the people, 
buildings, and land. 



Lesson 4 
Comparing 

Different 

Communities 

Materials: 
•  Word cards (city, small town, suburb) 
•  Types of Communities Posters 
•  Comparing Communities Comprehension 

Page 
•  Community Characteristics Venn Diagram 
•  Read Aloud Suggestion: Country Kid, City 

Kid by Ted Rand 

1.  Ask students what kind of community they live in.  Is it big or 
small?  Are there very tall buildings or shorter buildings?  Is 
there a lot of open land or lots of buildings close together? 

2.  Present students with word cards for city, small town, and 
suburb.  Use Types of Communities posters to provide visual 
examples for students and allow for discussing differences 
among communities. 

3.  Create a chart with 3 columns – one labeled for each 
community.  As a class, list the different types of 
characteristics that you will find in each community.  Some 
characteristics might be the same and some might be 
different. 

4.  Complete Comparing Communities comprehension page as a 
class or independently. 

Quick Assessment: 
Create a Venn Diagram comparing the type of community students live 
in with another type of community. (Ex:  City to Small Town) 



CITY 

Lots of tall buildings, people, 
businesses, and transportation. 



SUBURB 

Community near a big city with 
neighborhoods, parks,  

businesses and shopping. 



SMALL TOWN 

Fewer people and neighborhoods. 
Lots of open land for farming. 

Not close to a big city. 



Name:__________________________________________________	

Comparing Communities 



Human & Natural Characteristics 

Name:__________________________________________________	

All communities have human and natural characteristics.  A 
human characteristic is anything that was created by people.  
Buildings, roads, playground equipment, pencils, shoes, and many 
more things are all human characteristics.  A natural 
characteristic is anything that is not made by people and comes 
from our planet naturally.  Trees, mountains, rivers, flowers, and 
even food that we grow and eat are all natural characteristics.  
Each kind of characteristic makes your  
community special!  Some communities  
are near mountains or oceans and  
some are near tall buildings that reach  
toward the sky.  All communities are  
different and that is what makes them special.	

1.  What are three examples of natural characteristics? 
 
 
 

2.  What are three examples of human characteristics? 
 
 
 

3.  What are your three favorite human or natural characteristics 
in your community?  Why are they your favorite? 



Lesson 5 
My Community 
Characteristics 

Human & 
Natural 

Materials: 
•  Word cards (human & natural 

characteristics) 
•  Community Characteristics 

Comprehension Page 
•  Human/Natural Characteristic Sort 
•  Human/Natural Characteristics Spin 
•  Read Aloud Suggestion: City Green by 

DyAnne DiSalvo-Ryan  

1.  Review word cards for human and natural characteristics. 
2.  Present students with a picture of their own community (I 

often use Google Earth for this since we are in a big city).  
As a class, create a list of different characteristics that 
make their own community special. 

3.  Allow students time to TPS ideas to discover what other 
classmates think is special in their community. 
•  As an extension, allow students to ask one staff 

member what they think is special about their 
community.  Bring back and share as a group or create 
artwork of the responses to display. 

4.  Complete Community Characteristics Comprehension Page 
individually or as a group. 

5.  Students can work on the sort or spin in small groups or all 
supplemental assignments can be used as a center time. 

Quick Assessment: 
Allow students to write a short informative article providing 3 different 
human and natural characteristics that make their own community 
special. 



Name ____________________________________"
Directions: Sort and glue pictures into the correct characteristic box. 

natural characteristics human characteristics 




