
2nd Grade 



What is a Map? 

Name:__________________________________________________	

A map is a drawing that shows what a place looks like from 
above.  When you’re looking at something from above, you have 
an aerial view of what you are looking at.  Maps can be used to 
show locations of different places and to give us directions if we 
need to know where to go.  Many maps have a map key.  A map 
key is something that shows what a symbol on a map stands for.  
For example, on a map there may be small triangle shapes.  The 
map key might tell us that those triangles stand for trees or 
mountains.  All maps have direction words such  
as north, south, east, and west that help  
describe where places are on a map.   
Maps can be helpful tools to describe  
our location or help us find where to go. 
	
1.  What does a map show? 

 
 
 

2.  What are the four direction words found on a map? 
 
 
 

3.  What is found in a map key?  Give at least one example of 
what a symbol can stand for. 



Lesson 1 
What is a 

Map? 

Materials: 

•  Word cards (map, map key, symbol, 
direction words) 

•  What is a Map Comprehension page 
•  Direction Arrow Cards 
•  Whats on the Map (w/ Tree Lane map & 

map key) 
•  Read Aloud Suggestion: Me On The Map 

by Joan Sweeney 

1.  Provide students with a map of your city/state on the board.  
(Google maps works excellent for this lesson!) 

2.  Ask students, “What is a map?”  Students may write down answers, 
Think-Pair-Share (TPS) or share whole group. 

3.  Discuss with students that a map shows a place, an illustration, of a 
particular place.  A map shows what something looks like from 
above – a bird’s eye or aerial view.  Maps help us find the location 
of a place. 

4.  Display & discuss word cards for Map, map key, and symbol. 
5.  Using chart paper or the board, create an outline of the classroom 

and begin to make a classroom map.  Make sure to use a map key 
and symbols as they were discussed.  Title to the map and explain 
we use titles to know where we are talking about and what the map 
shows. 

6.  Use Tree Lane map and Map Key to complete the What’s on the 
Map practice activity together.   

7.  Students may complete What is a Map comprehension page 
independently or in small groups. 

Quick Assessment: 
Allow students time to draw a map of their bedroom.  Map key optional 
for introductory lesson. 





MAP KEY 

House 

Police 
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Park 

Store Post 
Office 

Lake 



Name!_____________________________________!

How many houses are on the map?  
 
How many stores are on the map?  
 
What streets are south of the Police Department? 
 
 
What streets are east of the Post Office? 
 
 
What streets surround the park? 
 
 
The store is at the corner of what two streets? 
 
 
The lake is on East Lake Road between what two 
streets? 
 
 
Draw the symbol for the store:  
!!



What is Location? 

Name:__________________________________________________	

If someone asks you where your house is located, what would 
you say?  There are a couple of things you can do to explain a 
places location.  Location means where a place is found.  Your	

1.  What is location? 
 
 
 

2.  Name two ways you can explain where your home is located? 
 
 
 

3.  Use direction words to explain what kind of businesses or fun 
places are near your use. 

address is one way of telling someone 
where your house is located, but you  
can also show someone where it is on 
a map.  Maps can be used to show 
where many places are located.  They 
are a great tool in showing people 
where your community is.  We can also 
use direction words like “near,” “close 
to,” “by,” or “between” to help describe 
where a place is located.  Remember, 
never tell a stranger where you live! 
	



Lesson 2 
Where is it 
located? 

Materials: 

•  Word cards (map, map key, symbol, 
location) 

•  What is Location Comprehension Page 
•  State Map Activitiy/US Map Activity 
•  Read Aloud Suggestion: Me On The Map 

by Joan Sweeney 

1.  Ask students to close their eyes and think of how they can tell 
someone who is new to their room where the library is in their 
classroom.  What words would they use to describe the library’s 
location.  Use TPS. 

2.  Remind students that sometimes we use direction words like 
“near,” “by,” “next to,” etc. to describe the location of a place. 

3.  Review and discuss word cards for map, map key, and symbol. 
4.  Work on the US Map activity as a class and discuss the word 

card for location. 
5.  Complete What is Location Comprehension page independently 

or as a group. 
6.  Work on the State Map activity as a class.  Google Maps or a 

paper map of your state displayed on the board will help 
students to correctly label where their community and state 
capital are on the map.  Other symbols may be added if desired 
(mountains, trees, water, etc.) 

Quick Assessment: 
Ask students to write and describe where their home is located.  
Students can draw a map or even use their address. 



Name:__________________________________________________	
This is a map of the United States of America (USA).  Our country is made up of 50 states.  
There are two states that are not connected to the main body of our country.  Those states 
are Alaska and Hawaii.  A map shows a birds eye, or aerial view, from above so we can find 
where places are located.  The location of a place is where it is found.   
 
Find your state on the map and color it RED.  Color any other states you’ve been to YELLOW. 



name	____________________________________	
Directions:  Put a heart where your community is and label 
it in the map key.  Put a star where your state capital is and 
label it on the map key. 

Map Key 

MICHIGAN 



Characteristics of My Community 

Name:__________________________________________________	

A community is often divided into places where people do 
different things.  Some parts of the community are where people 
live, other parts are where people have fun, and some parts are 
where people shop or work.  A map of our local community can 
show us different areas where people work, play, live, and shop.  
A map of our community can also show us important natural and 
human characteristics of the community.  All  
communities have these kinds of characteristics. 
Some communities might have more natural or 
more human characteristics than others if they 
are located in a city, suburb, or small town.   
Symbols on a map key can show us what kinds 
of human or natural resources are on the map. 
 	

1.  How are human and natural characteristics different? 
 
 
 

2.  Why is a map key important on a community map? 
 
 
 

3.  What types of human and natural characteristics make your 
community special? 



Lesson 3 
Exploring My 
Community 

Materials: 

•  Word cards (natural & human 
characteristics) 

•  Characteristics in My Community 
Comprehension Page 

•  Local community map (Google maps) 
•  Read Aloud Suggestion: Look Where We 

Live by Scot Ritchie 

1.  Display a map of your local community – it helps if the map 
shows where buildings/businesses are.  Ask students if they 
notice anything about the way buildings and roads are on the the 
map (TPS). 

2.  Explain that in many communities, people live closely together 
and there are many businesses nearby where people can go 
shopping.  There are also places like parks, lakes, or rivers 
where people can have fun. 

3.  Review word cards for natural and human characteristics.  Ask 
students to point out which objects on the map are human 
characteristics and which objects are natural characteristics. 

4.  Explore maps of other communities that are different and 
compare their human and natural resources (ex: big city to a 
rural area).  Use TPS. **If you have iPads or computers, this is 
a great way to let groups explore Google Earth** 

5.  Complete Characteristics in My Community comprehension 
page independently or as a class. 

Quick Assessment: 
Ask students to write and illustrate, using a T-Chart, what human 
characteristics and natural characteristics they find in their community. 



What is Transportation? 

Name:__________________________________________________	

Transportation is a way to move people or goods from one 
place to another.  There are very many different kinds of 
transportation.  Depending on where you live, you might use a 
different kind of transportation than someone else.  Some people 
might take a train to school, while other kids might ride their bike 
or take a school bus.  Transportation also helps to connect 
communities together.  Without transportation, it 
would not be easy to get from one place to  
another quickly.  Communities also need to  
make sure that they have roads for the  
different types of transportation to move on.   
Our roads allow us to move easily from one  
place to another.  Transportation can also take  
us to different parts of the world by boats and planes. 

1.  What is transportation? 
 
 
 

2.  Why do we need transportation for water, air, and land? 

3.  What kind of transportation do you use to get to school?  
How many kinds of transportation do you use? 



Lesson 4 
Transportation 

in  
My Community 

Materials: 

•  Word cards (transportation) 
•  What Is Transportation Comprehension 

Page 
•  Transportation Sort Activity 
•  Read Aloud Suggestion: Transportation in 

My Neighborhood by Shelly Lyons 

1.  Use TPS to discuss how students got to school that day.  
Remind students to share if they ever get to school a different 
way. 

2.  Display word card for transportation.  Explain that 
transportation is very important in a community because it helps 
people/goods get to different places in their community and to 
connect with other communities. 

3.  Discuss the different types of roads in a community – small/
large roads and lane amounts, highways, bridges, dirt roads, etc.  
Explain that even airplanes start out on runways, a type of 
road, before they take off.  Also, discuss waterway travel and 
railroad travel. 

4.  Read and complete What is Transportation as a class or in 
small groups.  Remind students that even walking or riding a bike 
is a type of transportation because it takes them from one 
place to another. 

5.  Complete Transportation sort independently. 

Quick Assessment: 
Ask students to fold a piece of paper in half.  Draw and label for each half:  
1) How people and goods move in our community. 
2) How people and goods move in other communities. 



What is a Landform? 

Name:__________________________________________________	

Our earth is shaped in many different ways.  A natural feature of 
a land surface is called a landform.  There a lots of different 
landforms on our planet.  The tallest kind of landform is a 
mountain.  A mountain is very rocky and its peak is often covered 
in snow. The area between two mountains is called a valley.  A 
valley can be big or small, but many communities are located in 
valleys! A hill is another tall landform, but it is lower than a 
mountain and usually rounder on top.  Communities are often built 
on hills, but not on a mountain.  An 
area that is usually very flat and great for 
farming is called a plain.  Plains are  
covered with grass and have a 
lot of space for farms or to build 
a community nearby.   

1.  What is a landform? 
 
 
 

2.  What is the tallest kind of landform? 

3.  What kind of landforms are in or near your community that 
you live in? 



MOUNTAIN 

The highest kind of land.  Peaks 
are often covered in snow. 



VOLCANO 

A mountain or hill that has a crater or 
vent where lava, hot vapor, and gas erupt 

from the earth’s crust. 



HILL 

Land that rises up high, but not as 
high as a mountain. 



PLAIN 

An area of land that is mostly 
flat.  Often good farm land. 



VALLEY 

Low area of land between mountains.  
Some communities are built in valleys. 



OCEAN 

The largest body of water.  The 
water in oceans is very salty. 



LAKE 

A body of water that has land all 
around it. Lakes can be many sizes. 



POND 

A small body of water that has 
land around it.   



RIVER 

A long body of water that flows 
through land and sometimes 

communities. 



LANDFORM ART 

Color, cut out, glue, and label different types of 
landforms on a large piece of construction paper to 
create different land areas.  Students can even add 
homes, buildings, and people to their art projects. 
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What is a Body of Water? 

Name:__________________________________________________	

Did you know that about 70% of the Earth is covered in water?  
Different kinds of water on Earth are known as bodies of water.  
The largest bodies of water are our oceans.  The oceans hold 
over 96% of our Earth’s water supply.  Water also exists in 
icecaps and glaciers in the form of ice.  A lake is smaller than an 
ocean and comes in many sizes.  Lakes have land on all sides.  
The largest lake in North America is Lake Superior.  It has more 
water than all the other 4 great lakes combined!  A pond is smaller 
than a lake and still has land all around it.  Pond’s are found in lots 
of communities and are different shapes and sizes.  A river is a 
long body of water that flows through land.   
Bodies of water are often used to transport 
 people and goods from one place to another  
on boats and ships. 

1.  What is a body of water? 
 
 
 

2.  What is the largest body of water? 

3.  What kind of bodies of water are near the community where 
you live? 



My Country, Continent, & World 

Name:__________________________________________________	

Your city and your state are not the only places where you are 
located.  Your location also includes your country, continent, and 
world.  The United States of America is your country and is made 
up of 50 states and our capital, Washington D.C..  The United 
States is one of over 190 countries in the world and over 320 
million people call the USA their home.  The United States of 
America is located in North America.  North America is one of the 
seven continents in the world and home to 579 million people!  
Other continents include South America,  
Europe, Asia, Africa, Australia, and  
Antarctica.  All seven continents and  
all bodies of water are located in world  
or Earth.  The Earth is home to more  
than 7 billion people!	

1.  What is the name of the country you live in? 
 
 
 

2.  How many people live in North America? 
 
 
 

3.  How many continents are there in the world?  What are their 
names? 



Lesson 6 
My Community  

in the  
Big Picture 

Materials: 

•  Word cards (state, country, continent, 
world) 

•  Country/Continent/World Picture Cards 
•  My World & Me Activity 
•  My Country, Continent, & World 

Comprehension Page 
•  Me in My World Flap Book 
•  Read Aloud Suggestion:  Where Do I Live? 

by Neil Chesanow 

1.  Review a map of your local community, pointing out different 
geographical areas in the community.  Using TPS, ask students 
“What is bigger than a community?” 

2.  Present the word card for State and present a map of your 
state, pointing out different areas in the state that students 
should be familiar with from  previous lessons. 

3.  Ask students, “What is bigger than a state?” and present the 
word card for country.  Display a map of the United States.  
Continue with Continent and World.  **Picture cards work here! 

4.  Distribute My World & Me Activity and complete together.  Fill 
in, draw, color, cut out and string together or staple together.  
(I have Detroit/Michigan as that is where I am located, but you 
can always use directed drawing for your city/state!) 

5.  Complete My Country, Continent, & World comprehension page 
independently or in small groups.  

Quick Assessment: 
Complete the Me in My World Flap Book independently.  Students may 
need assistance with spelling. 



COUNTRY 

50 states make up our country, 
the United States of America. 



CONTINENT 

The largest area of land on earth. Our 
country is on the continent of  

North America. 



WORLD 

The planet with land and water 
that we live on called Earth. 



My World & Me 
-  Use fasteners to create  

movement 
-  Use different colored paper 

for each layer 
-  Let students draw pictures  

of themselves or their city 
-  Images provided for Earth,  

North America, and USA 
-  Michigan example available with  

Michigan and Detroit outlines 















Positive & Negative Consequences 

Name:__________________________________________________	

There are consequences to anything that takes place.  A 
consequence is something that happens after any kind of action 
takes place by a person or a group of people.  There are positive 
consequences and negative consequences.  Positive 
consequences are good things that happen after an action by a 
person or group of people takes place.  For example, if you pick 
up litter at your local park, you help take care of your community 
and have a clean place to play.  Negative consequences are bad 
things that happen after an action by a person or group of people 
takes place.  For example, if you throw trash on the ground, your 
community will be dirty, animals may mistake the trash for food and 
get sick, and you’re not taking care of your environment.  It’s 
important to make good choices in order to have positive 
consequences!	

1.  Give an example of a positive consequence 
. 
 
 

2.  Give an example of a negative consequence. 
 
 
 

3.  How can you make sure that you only experience positive 
consequences? 



Lesson 7 
Positive & 
Negative 

Consequences 

Materials: 

•  Word cards (consequence, positive 
consequence, negative consequence) 

•  Positive & Negative Consequences 
Comprehension Page 

•  Positive & Negative Consequence T-Chart 
page 

•  Read Aloud Suggestion:  The Wartville 
Wizard by Don Madden 

1.  Ask students to think back to what natural characteristics 
means (things that were not made by people).  Explain that 
sometimes people change the natural characteristics of their 
community.  Display word card for consequence.   

2.  Display and explain word cards for positive and negative 
consequences.  As students to think of some positive and 
negative consequences that can happen as a result of an 
action someone takes in their community. 

3.  Complete Positive & Negative Consequence comprehension 
page as a class. 

4.  Distribute Positive & Negative Consequence t-chart page to 
complete together.  Remind students that animals live in trees 
and that trees help to provide oxygen and keep our air clean.  
It’s also important for people to have jobs and homes in to live 
in.  Sometimes there are positive and negative consequences 
as the result of an action a person or group of people makes. 

Quick Assessment: 
Provide and environmental change that has happened in your community.  
Students create their own t-chart to provide positive & negative consequences 

of this change. 



Name!____________________________________!

Positive & Negative 
Consequences 

Positive Consequences Negative Consequences 

People building a community cleared an area filled  
with trees so a neighborhood could be built.  What  
are some of the positive and negative consequences  
of doing this? 


