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Early Farming in Michigan
Name:__________________________________________________

Once Michigan became a state on January 26, 1837, the population of

Michigan began to grow at a much faster rate. Now that people

knew Michigan’s land was rich with fertile soil, they were eager to

move west to start a new life. Much of the soil in New York had

been over farmed and did not produce crops the way it used to.

Michigan also offered a lot of open land at a very inexpensive price

– this was good for people wanting to move!

The people that came to Michigan couldn’t just farm anywhere they

wanted to, they had to make sure to pick the places that were just

right for their future farms. The land needed the right kind of soil to

grow crops. If it was too wet or swampy, crops wouldn’t be able to

grow. When these farmers cleared land to grow their crops, they

were planting things like corn, wheat, oats, and potatoes. They

would often use horses to help pull tools that could clear the land

and prepare it for farming – engine run tractors had not been

invented yet.

Farming was an essential part in the growth of Michigan’s economy.

Farmers not only grew crops for themselves, but they would also sell

items that they grew to make money. Many farmers also kept

animals like cows, pigs, chickens, sheep, and horses. These animals

were fed from their crops and either used for their meat, milk skin,

or as a way of making farming easier by pulling tools or other

objects. The animals meat, milk, skin, or fur could also be sold to

other people to produce goods and meet needs. In order for

farmers to sell these goods and purchase other goods, businesses

began to form around towns as a way to provide farmers with

what they needed and to allow farmers to sell the goods they were

producing.



1.  What are three reasons people would want to move to Michigan to farm?

2. How could the animals that farmers raised be used for different 

reasons?  Provide at least 3 examples. 

3.  Why would farming increase the economic activity in Michigan?  Why 

would that allow Michigan’s population to grow?











Name________________________
Cut out and sort the pioneer tools with their matching definitions.

PIONEER TOOLS



Butter
Churn

Dutch
Oven
Hand
Cart

Pickaxe

Water
Barrel

Skillet

Used to convert cream into
butter by mixing it aggressively
until it separates to make
butter.

A cast iron kettle that is used
for cooking different foods
over an open fire.

A cart that is pulled by a
person and is made to carry
small tools from one place to
another.

A tool used for breaking hard
surfaces. It has a long handle and a
curved metal blade that is pointy at
one end and flat on the other.

A more modern way to cook
in a cast iron pan. Became
very popular in the late 1800’s.

Large containers made of
wood and steel that were
used for storing water or
preserving foods.



Lumbering in Michigan
Name:__________________________________________________

As pioneers began to settle in the Michigan Territory, people

found that in order to build a home they would have to clear the

area of all the trees. This was a hard job for the early pioneers.

While they were happy to have the trees to use as supplies for

building their homes, it was also a lot work to clear the trees and

strip them of their bark.

Around the time that Michigan became a state, lumbering

companies became more and more popular in Michigan. Lumbering

is an economic activity where people cut down trees as a business.

Michigan was an ideal place for lumbering businesses. There were

many trees, especially the white pine which was popular for building

at the time, and lots of waterways to transport the logs to sawmills

and ports. This would cause the environment to change as more

trees were cut down and land was cleared for building and farming.

In order for lumbering to take place, first the companies would

choose a site for logging. Next, a logging camp was built with a

cookhouse, blacksmith, and living area (bunkhouse). Then, workers

would move into the camp and begin to cut down trees in winter.

Once trees were cut down, the branches were taken off the trees

and the trees were cut into shorter logs (about 15 feet long). Sleighs

were then used to move the logs to the banks of a river where

stampers would put their companies mark on the ends of the log.

The logs would stay there until spring when the water melted. Men

called “riverhogs” would ride the logs to the mouth of the river

where “boomers” would sort the logs out by company. After they

were sorted, they floated to a sawmill where they were cut into

boards. Once the boards were stacked and dried, they were taken

to large cities to be sold and used for building.



1.  Why didn’t the pioneers like the trees that were around them at first?

2.  What are two positive consequences of lumbering?  What are two 
negative consequences of lumbering? Do you support lumbering and why?

3.  Using the spaces below, describe the lumbering process.  Count each 
step on each line.  (Example: Step 1)















Logging Marks in Michigan



Name_____________________________________________

Logging Marks in Michigan
Logging companies in Michigan had to find ways to figure out what logs were theirs when logs were
being transported from place to place. After the lumberjacks cut down trees, the branches were stripped
from the trees and the logs were cut into shorter logs. Sleighs were then used to move the logs to the
banks of a river. At this time stampers put a log mark on the end of each log. This is how companies
would know what logs belonged to them.

Using the space below design two different stamp designs that you would put on the ends of your logs!

Stamp 1 Stamp 2



MINING IN MICHIGAN
Name:__________________________________________________

Mining became a very important economic activity for Michigan

in the 1800’s.. Native American’s had mined the area thousands of

years before any settlers came to Michigan. Both copper and iron

ore were mined in the Upper Peninsula and brought many mining jobs

and immigrants seeking work to those areas.

Copper Mining in Michigan
In 1841, Douglass Houghton, a Michigan state geologist, reported

finding copper deposits in the Keewenaw Peninsula. This finding

created an interest from prospectors. A prospector is a person who

searches for mineral deposits to drill and remove from the ground.

Not everyone who rushed to the area knew how to mine

properly and often had little success at making any money. People

would use chisels and hammers to break the copper away from the

rock. They would then carry it back from the mines in buckets.

However, not everyone failed at making money from mining. In

fact, Michigan became a very important state for mining copper.

Michigan’s “Copper Country” lead the nation in copper mining from

1847-1887. The first successful copper mine, the Cliff Mine, opened in

1845 and many other mines began to open and run successfully after.

Sometimes miners would find very large amounts of copper,

weighing hundreds of tons, that would take months of chiseling to

smaller pieces just to take it to the surface.

As technology advanced, tools

for extracting copper from the ground

made a miners job easier. Better drills

were invented, dynamite could blast

large areas safer than regular

gunpowder, and steam engines were



able to move copper and miners to and from the mines safer and faster.

Once brought to the surface, copper could be used to make goods such

as coins, pipes for plumbing, parts for boats and even roofs.

As more copper was mined, the further the miners would have

to dig to find it. Eventually, miners were digging up to a mile below

the surface. Digging so deeply in Michigan was very expensive and

companies began to mine for copper in warmer climates. The last

copper mine in Michigan closed in 1997.

Iron Ore Mining in Michigan
In 1844, William Burt and other surveyors from the government were

exploring areas of the Upper Peninsula when their compasses began to

move in different directions. They soon discovered the layers of rock in the

area were filled with iron ore – the iron ore disrupts the compass because

the north end of the compass magnet is drawn align with our planets

magnetic field. It was eventually discovered that Michigan had three iron

ore ranges. The largest is the Marquette Range, followed by the

Menominee and Gogebic ranges.

Like copper mining, successful iron ore mining was slow to start.

Transportation was difficult and materials for mining were expensive. The

same new technology that helped make copper mining successful also

helped the iron ore mining industry grow. Dynamite and drills were used

heavily in mining for iron ore.

Iron ore was processed and used to build buildings, railroad tracks,

bridges, farm equipment, and ships. All of these items were very important

in the growth of the United States. Without iron ore mining, our country may

not have grown as quickly as it did. Michigan was the leader in the nations

iron ore mining until 1890. Around 1900, iron ore mining in Michigan began to

decline. There are still active iron ore mines in Michigan today, the Empire

Mine and Tilden Mine, in the Marquette Range produce about 25% of our

countries iron ore.

Both copper and iron ore mining played an important role in immigrants

coming to America looking for work. People came from Sweden, Finland,

Ireland, and England in search of work in the mines.



1.  Who was the geologist that found copper in Michigan?  When was it found 

and where?

2.  What does a prospector do?

3.  What made mining for copper and iron ore easier in Michigan?

4.  Where was copper found in Michigan?  What was this area known as?

5. How did Michigan play an important role in copper mining in America?



6.  Where did people come from to work in the copper and iron ore mines 

of Michigan?

7.  What is iron ore used for?

8.  Who discovered iron ore in Michigan?  How was it found?

9.  What are the names of the ranges were iron ore is found in Michigan?

10. Do you think mining for copper and iron ore is good for the environment?  

Explain why or why not.  How does this modify the environment?



1.



2.



3.



4.



5.



6.



Manufacturing in Michigan
Name:__________________________________________________

During the early 1900’s, manufacturing became a very important

economic activity in Michigan. Since Michigan was home to many

natural resources that were used in manufacturing, businesses and

factories began to open throughout the state. Michigan had things

needed for manufacturing such as copper, iron, wood, and the Great

Lakes for moving raw materials and goods. As the manufacturing

business began to increase, fewer people were working on farms

and more people were moving to towns where they could work in

factories. Early factories in Michigan produced goods such as wood

burning stoves, carriages, furniture, cereal, ships, paper products, and

medicines.

As we know, Michigan was a popular place for lumbering

companies to open and process trees to be used in manufacturing.

Grand Rapids became known as ”Furniture City, USA.” By 1890, 180

different furniture manufacturers had opened, producing everything

from home furniture to business furniture and even furniture used in

schools. The Grand Rapids School Furniture Company manufactured

desks that were used throughout the country.

Trees weren’t only used for making furniture and building

houses. Kalamazoo became a popular place in the state to make

paper products. Paper companies were successful in the

Kalamazoo area from 1867 to the mid-1950’s, however, paper

products are still manufactured there today. The first paper mill to

open was the Kalamazoo Paper Company, which was built along the

Kalamazoo River. Other companies that called Kalamazoo home

were the Bryant Paper Company, in 1895, and the King Paper

Company, in 1901. These companies produced different kinds of

paper, including paper for newspapers, office labels, forms, etc.



Iron ore was a key resource in early Michigan manufacturing. It was

used to factories to make products such as cast iron stoves, railroad car

parts, ships, and ship engines. Not only were these items manufactured in

Michigan, but they were also sold and used throughout the United States.

Cast iron stoves were produced in factories like Garland Stove of Detroit

and Round Oak Stove of Dowagiac. Ships and ship engines were

manufactured in cities such as Detroit, Bay City, and Marine City. These

ships, specifically steamboats, were used to carry people and goods

throughout the Great Lakes region.

Different foods were also manufactured in Michigan. One of the

most popularly manufactured foods was breakfast cereal. The Kellogg’s

Company and Post Cereal Company both had their start in Battle Creek. The

Kellogg’s Company was founded in 1906 as the Battle Creek Toasted Corn

Flake Company with 44 employees. Today Kellogg’s is available in 180

countries and is also the brand behind Eggo, Pringles, and Gardenburger.

Battle Creek was also the birthplace of Post Cereal, originally known as

Postum Cereals, in 1895. Their first produced cereal was Grape Nuts, which is

still available today.

1.  What natural resources are used in Michigan manufacturing? 

2.  Why was Grand Rapids called Furniture City, USA?

3.  Why were fewer people working on farms?



4.  How long was paper production successful in Kalamazoo?  What kinds of 

paper products were produced there?

5. What kinds of products were manufactured from iron ore?  Where were 

these products manufactured?

6.  What two popular cereal companies were in Battle Creek and when 

were they founded?  What kind of cereal do these companies produce?

7.  What is your favorite cereal?  Is it manufactured in Michigan?



Carriage Manufacturing
Michigan was home to several carriage
manufacturers in the late 1800’s. The
Durrant-Dort Carriage Company
produced horse drawn carriages in Flint,
Michigan from 1886-1917. By 1900, the
Durrant-Dort Carriage Company was
the largest carriage company in the
United States. In 1900, they were making
50,000 vehicles each year at 14 different
locations. By 1906, they were making 406 vehicles each day by 1,000 employees. In
1915, Durrant-Dort began to focus on automobiles and were known as the Durrant-
Dort Motor Company. The Durrant-Dart Motor Company factory in Flint is known
as the birthplace of General Motors.

Cereal Manufacturing
Battle Creek, Michigan is home to some of the most popular cereal
manufacturers in the country. The Kellogg’s Company was founded in 1906
as the Battle Creek Toasted Corn Flake Company with 44 employees.
Today Kellogg’s is available in 180 countries and is also the brand behind Eggo,
Pringles, and Gardenburger. Battle Creek was also the birthplace of the Post
Cereals, originally known as Postum Cereals, in 1895. Their first produced
cereal was Grape Nuts, which is still available today. Their headquarters
today is in Lakeville, Minnesota.



Paper Manufacturing
The paper industry in Kalamazoo began in 1867 and remained successful until the

1950’s. While paper products are still manufactured in Kalamazoo today, the

production has been steadily declining since it’s peak in the 1950’s. The first paper

company to open a mill along the Kalamazoo River was the Kalamazoo Paper

Furniture Manufacturing
At one point in time, Grand Rapids was known as ”Furniture City” because of

how many furniture manufacturers there were in the area. The city was a

major lumbering town, processing logs that were floated down the Grand

River and milled in Grand Rapids. After an international expo in Philadelphia,

Pennsylvania in 1876, Grand Rapids was recognized as a worldwide leader of

furniture production. Grand Rapids was home to the

Company. They produced

many different kinds of paper,

including paper that was used

for printing newspapers. Other

successful paper manufactures

in Kalamazoo included the

Bryant Paper Company (1895)

and King Paper Company (1901)..

Grand Rapids School Furniture Company who made

desks that were supplied to schools. The company

was changed to the American Seating Company in

1906 and it’s headquarters moved from Grand Rapids

to Chicago, Illinois.



Name_______________________________________

Early Manufacturing in Michigan
Michigan is a state that was very rich in natural resources. Settlers had access to trees, iron ore,
copper, and the Great Lakes surrounding the state. Since Michigan had so many resources,
people came from other states and other countries to work here and start a new life. What
were some of the effects of Michigan having so many natural resources and available
workers? What were some of the products they were able to manufacture?

Products Manufactured Effects on Michigan



Name_______________________________________

Early Manufacturing in Michigan
Michigan is a state that was very rich in natural resources. Settlers had access to trees, iron ore,
copper, and the Great Lakes surrounding the state. Since Michigan had so many resources,
people came from other states and other countries to work here and start a new life. What
were some of the effects of Michigan having so many natural resources and available
workers? What were some of the products they were able to manufacture?

Products Manufactured Effects on Michigan

- Wood burning stoves
- Carriages
- Furniture
- Cereal
- Ships
- Paper products
- Medicine 

As more items were manufactured,
more people came to Michigan.
Towns grew and became larger,
factories began to replace large
areas of farm land, people began
working in factories instead of on
farms., and railroads were built and
transportation improved.



The Automobile Industry in Michigan

Name:__________________________________________________

In the early 1900’s, carriage manufacturers became the first to
build bodies for automobiles. Different parts from carriages were
able to be used on automobiles – tires, body, folding tops. Michigan
had many of the natural resources used in making cars. Iron ore
was made into steel, the Great Lakes were used for transporting
automobiles, and there were skilled workers ready and willing to be a
part of what would shape Michigan’s economic growth for years.

Henry Ford was the leading force behind Michigan’s success in
the automobile industry. In 1891, Henry Ford became an engineer at the
Edison Illuminating Company. This job gave him the money to
experiment with engines. In 1896, he invented a self-propelled vehicle,
the “horseless carriage,” that was an early type of automobile. It
only had two speeds and could not go backwards. This inspired
Ford to start the Ford Motor Company.

In 1908. Ford began making the Model T. The Model T was a
huge success and in 1910, Ford opened a large factory in Highland
Park, Michigan. By 1913, this automobile was assembled using the
assembly line, a way of putting together a product in a factory by
moving it along a line of workers. The Model T was cheaper than
previously made cars and allowed middle class citizens to own cars
for the first time. By 1918, half of the cars in the United States were
Model T’s.

In 1908, William Durrant founded General Motors by purchasing
Buick, Olds, Cadilac, and Oakland car companies. Prior to producing
automobiles, Durrant made a fortune building horse-drawn carriages.
Unlike the Ford Motor Company, General Motors produced a variety
of different cars for different buyers and their needs. General
Motors purchased many companies in it’s first two years, which was



expensive for the newly formed company. By 1911, the companies board fired
Durrant. He started a new company with the Chevrolet brothers and made
enough money to regain control of General Motors in 1916, but he would be
forced out again in 1920.

Other automobile companies called Detroit home, including the Packard
Motor Car Company, which opened a 3,500,000 square foot factory in the
city. In 1925, Walter Chyrsler founded the Chyrsler Corporation. Ford, General
Motors, and Chyrsler would go on to become “The Big Three” in Detroit as
the most successful automobile manufacturers in the United States and the
world. Their success is what lead Detroit to be nicknamed as The Motor
City.

With the success of the automobile industry in Detroit, by the 1910’s,
people came from all over the world to work in Detroit at higher paying
factory jobs. These workers would eventually organize in unions to fight
against unfair labor practices – becoming the UAW (United Automobile
Workers). The middle class thrived in Detroit because of the success of the
automobile industry. By the 1970’s, foreign cars made their way to the
United States and created competition for American auto manufacturers.

1.  What is an assembly line? 

2.  Who were ”The Big Three”?

3.  Why was the Model T so successful?



4. What companies did William Durrant purchase when forming General 
Motors in 1908?

5. Why was the UAW formed and what does it stand for?  Do you think they 
are important? Why?

6.  What was the inspiration for the shape of automobiles?  Why was 
Michigan a good place for the automobile industry to start in?

7.  Who makes your favorite car?  Is it American or foreign?



1769
Nicolas Joseph 

invents the 
steam car

1885
Karl Benz invents 

a gasoline 
powered car



March 1896
Charles King drives

the first car in Detroit for 

hundreds of people

June 1896
Henry Ford drives his 

first invented car, the 

Quadricycle, in Detroit



1899
Ransom Olds founds the 
Olds Motor Company in 

Detroit

1903
Henry Ford 
begins the 

Ford Motors Company



1904
Olds Motor Company is 

the top automobile 

company in the world

1908
Ford Motor Company

introduces the 

Model T



1908
William Durant starts General 
Motors with the purchase of 

Buick, Olds, Cadillac, and 
Oakland car companies. 

1910
Ford Motor Company 
begins production in 

Highland Park



1912
The first cars to 

use keys are invented.

1913
Henry Ford becomes the first 

to use an assembly line for 

mass automobile production



Name___________________________________________
Fill each category in with the different resources that are needed in automobile manufacturing.

Natural Resources capital Resources human Resources



Name___________________________________________
Fill each category in with the different resources that are needed in automobile manufacturing.

Natural Resources capital Resources human Resources

Iron Ore
Water (Great Lakes for 
transportation)
Rubber
Oil

Factories
Tools
Ships (to transport)

Inventors
Engineers
Designers
Factory Workers

EXAMPLES



The Growth of Michigan’s Population

Name:__________________________________________________

Michigan had many natural resources that were able to be used
in the production of various goods. This allowed for business and
towns to grow and for farmland to produce successful crops. Due
to this success, the population of Michigan grew rapidly from the
early 1800’s to the early 1900’s. While the states population is always
changing, people were coming from around the country and the
world to live in Michigan and work on farms or in various businesses.
These reasons were known as pull factors – the reasons people
move to a certain area.

People moved to Michigan for other reasons as well. Many
times people leave where they are living for reasons out of their
control. Sometimes there is not enough food or the government is
making their people unhappy. When there are reasons that people
want to leave a place, those are known as push factors.

When people leave where they used to live to go somewhere
new, they often introduce the area they move into a strong sense of
culture that may have not existed in that area before. For example,
when many Dutch people settled in the western part of Michigan, a
city was named Holland after provinces in the Netherland. Also,
windmills were built, wooden shoes were made, and activities were
planned that were similar to the culture and life they were used to
before moving to Michigan.

Aside from the many Europeans who came to Michigan, people
from other parts of the world settled in Michigan, too. Hispanic
people from Mexico, Cuba, and Puerto Rico began immigrating to
South Eastern Michigan in the 1900’s. Japanese immigrants moved
mainly to Oakland county in the 1980s, People of Arab decent moved
to South Eastern Michigan throughout the 1900’s



1.  Why do you think people wanted to move to Michigan?  

2.  Describe the difference between push and pull factors.

3.  When did Hispanic people begin to migrate into Michigan?  Where did they 

migrate from?

4. How did Dutch settlers hold onto their culture once they moved to

Michigan?



German
German’s came to Michigan in the
1830’s due to food shortages and
government concerns in their own
country. They settled mainly in the
Saginaw River Valley and Ann
Arbor areas. Today German
ancestry is found all over the state,
but largely in the Upper Peninsula
and “Thumb” area.

FRench
The French first came to
Michigan in the 1600’s when
the fur trade began and then
again in the mid-1800’s. The French
came to work in both the fur trade
and the lumbering industries. They
settled in the Saginaw and Bay
City areas. Today many live in the
northern Lower Peninsula and
Upper Peninsula.



British
The British came to Michigan when

they wanted to take over the fur
trade from the French in the 1600’s.
There was another wave of British
immigrants during the 1800’s as they
came to work in mining and farming.

Irish
The Irish came to Michigan
primarily in the 1840’s due to a
famine in their country. There
was not enough food for the
population, so many Irish
citizens left to start a new life in
America. Many Irish settled in
the Detroit area.



Polish
The Poles came to Michigan

in the 1860’s looking for land

to farm on and better jobs

that paid more money. They

settled in and around the

Detroit area, but are also

found in the north eastern

part of the Lower Peninsula.

Dutch
The Dutch came from the

Netherlands to Michigan

around the 1840’s in search

of religious freedom. They

settled in the western part

of Michigan in Holland and

Grand Rapids.



Swedish
In the 1860’s, Swedish immigrants
came to Michigan to work in mines
and for lumbering companies. Due
to the trades they were willing to
work in, most Swedish immigrants
lived in the Upper Peninsula.

FinNish
Immigrants from Finland came to
Michigan in the 1860’s for work
and a better quality of life for
their families. They settled in the
Upper Peninsula to work in mines
and around Detroit to work in
factories.

Finland



italian
Much like the immigrants from
Finland, immigrants from Italy
also came to Michigan in the
1860’s for work and a better
life. They also settled in the
Upper Peninsula for work in the
mines and in the Detroit area
for work in factories.

African American
African American’s began moving into Michigan in the 1840’s in
search of freedom. They also moved during a time known as the
Great Migration. From 1916-1970, over six million African American’s
moved from the South to
the Midwest, West, and
North Eastern parts of
America. The moved in
search of a better life.
Many came to Michigan
to work in the auto industry.



Match

Name_______________________________________
Many different people migrated from Europe to Michigan.  
Write down the name of each numbered country on the lines.

1.___________________

2.___________________

3.___________________

4.___________________

5.___________________

6.___________________

7.___________________

8.___________________

9.___________________

1

2

3

4
5 6

7
8

9



Name_______________________________________________

PUSH AND PULL FACTORS IN MICHIGAN
PUSH FACTORS PULL FACTORS

The things that push people out of a place. The things that pull people to a new area.
What were some reasons people left their where they lived? What were some reasons people wanted to move to Michigan?

COME

ON IN!



Name_______________________________________________

PUSH AND PULL FACTORS IN MICHIGAN
PUSH FACTORS PULL FACTORS

The things that push people out of a place. The things that pull people to a new area.

What were some reasons people left their where they lived? What were some reasons people wanted to move to Michigan?

COME

ON IN!

EXAMPLE ANSWERS

- People wanted freedom 

- Not enough food

- People wanted freedom of religion

- Lack of healthy agriculture

- Crops weren’t growing

- Bad soil

- Not enough jobs

- Not enough land

- Too much violence or don’t feel safe

- Weather/Climate

- Snow

- Hurricanes

- Drought

- Earthquakes

- Better/More available jobs

- Lumbering

- Mining

- Factories 

- Free to practice any religion

- Better government or freedom

- Healthy soil for planting crops

- Available land for farming

- Better weather/climate


